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Secretaries Report 

We are living through very difficult times and the Club along with many other business ceased 

trading from the end of March until late July. The financial consequences are covered in Sean’s 

report later. Since we have been back the way we operate has radically changed but at least we 

have been able to be open for our members benefit with very clean hands! 

My report is much the same my verbal report would have been but delivered in a written format. 

Before I start my report could you spend a moment thinking of the members who have died 

this year, they are Keith Arnold, Alan Hitchens and David Burk. 

Turning now to task in hand, during the year the Committee has held 8 full monthly meetings 

when a variety of topics were discussed, and decisions made. There were other extra Committee 

gatherings to put in place all the safety requirements to let us re-start trading to cope with the 

virus outbreak.     

I would like to thank the Committee for the work they do on your behalf. They bring a whole 

range of skills and are always keen to help in any and many ways. They do it with enthusiasm 

be it gardening, building maintenance, preparing posters, marketing our activities, helping out 

at social events like the BBQ, I could go on but suffice to say a great bunch of lads. So, on your 

behalf I thank them all for all they do.   

Although Andy Winnan has retired from the Committee I would like to give my personal 

thanks to him as he leads me through the murky waters of our Club Insurance and also gave a 

steer to our Basement Tenants to help them be a little more focused on their own safety in the 

rooms the rent from us. 

As reported in previous years the Function Room continued in popularity up to the virus 

outbreak. It was  booked on a regular basis by a whole variety clubs and organisations. So much 

so that bookings for one off events such as birthdays, weddings receptions and the like are 

exceedingly rare. Bookings after the lock down are improving but may of the clubs are waiting 

until the new year to review their activities.  

The Bar Committee meets regularly to look at our trading position and to set our prices. Our 

relationship with St Austell brewery continues to be beneficial, they often contribute by 

donating a barrel of beer at our major social events and we are very happy with the service they 

give. The Sub Committee is managing to control costs to enable us to continue to charge 

reasonable prices and still enjoy better than average profit margins. It should be noted here that 

Andrew and Sarah’s stewardship continues to be first class and their contribution to the profit 

margins should not be underestimated. 

The Social Committee has once again put together a range of social events throughout the year.  

As reported last year the annual Dinner & Dance had to be cancelled through lack of support. 

The Committee will consider in the new year, if and when the virus is under control, what we 

do if anything for next year, maybe a change of format, who knows. 

Our BT sport TV service continues to be popular it offers a range of top-quality sports including 

Premiership Rugby, FA Cup and Champion’s League Football. Our initial deal was for one-
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year contract due to its popularity the contract has been extended. During lock down we were 

not charged for the service and have been given reasonable return contract rates. 

Our Club WEB site is continually being updated with current news and events; Member’s area 

access codes are in the newsletter. If you haven’t visited the site yet it’s well worth a look full 

of interesting facts about the Club, its history, the building, Hemy and an extensive member’s 

only area with a whole range of Club related topics. I would welcome any feedback or 

suggestions for improvements or additional topics. 

The annual Boat Trip was on again in July last year, we were so lucky with the weather on the 

Friday, it was very kind to us. We had a trip across the bay then dropped into St Mawes for a 

couple of hours, a good time was had by all.  

The Christmas Draw was as ever well attended enjoyable evening. Unfortunately, this year’s 

draw has been cancelled for obvious reasons.  

The “Bottle on the Bar” has proved its worth again this year. There have been two projects it 

helped to fund one was for some snooker table refurbishment the other was a memorial seat in 

the garden dedicated to John Culver, who was tragically killed in a road traffic accident on his 

way to the Club. The current project is to help fund an air conditioning unit for the Main 

Snooker room.  

We were unable to get any pro snooker player this year. Alan McManus was due to come but 

had to pull out due to the virus. We have not given up; Geoff McQueen is still in conversation 

with Alan, so we may well have him with us in the Spring next year.  

Our snooker team has had a mixed season recording some wins and some loses against our 

regular home and away fixtures with the Clubs in Penryn & Redruth, these are really nice 

evenings they provide the opportunity to mix with likeminded individuals from other Clubs. 

Other matches were arranged with scratch teams from the Cricket Club, we played snooker 

here and cricket at their ground. We have a regular home and away arrangement with the pool 

players at the Boslowick Inn, we play pool there and snooker at home. We also now play 

against a team from the newly reformed snooker club at Mawnan Smith. All are really 

enjoyable social evenings. These social evenings were impacted by, you guessed, the virus.  

The August bank holiday weekend BBQ was a great evening. Over 50 Members & Guest 

enjoyed a fabulous evening of good BBQ food cooked by members of the Committee and 

expertly overseen by Andrew & Sarah. They are the consummate professionals and like all our 

social events without them behind the scene nothing would be as good as it is. The atmosphere 

in the Club was first class. The weather was warm and dry a great time was had by all. No BBQ 

this year, can’t remember why! 

The inhouse snooker & billiard competitions have re-started and it is hoped to have them 

completed by the end of the year. 

Membership numbers on 30th June this year were 210, 199 ordinary members and 11 life 

members, 10 down on the previous year. The numbers for this year are currently down on these 

numbers but not enough to set off any alarm bells. The number of ex-members who continue 

to donate to the Club’s Finances is falling but still they make a useful contribution to Club 

funds. The donations range from £20 to £65.  

So those are our activities for 2019-20 another interesting and very challenging year and as I 

reach the end of my report, I would like offer my personal thanks to Sean our Treasurer ably 

assisted by Karen our bookkeeper for their support during the year. I reiterate my thanks to the 

Committee for the help they provide to keep things on track.  
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Andrew & Sarah make huge contribution towards the smooth running of the Club. I let them 

know how much we value what they do above and beyond their duties and I’m sure you do as 

well, so a big “thank you” to them both. 

This marks the end of my term as Club President it has been a great honour to be Club President 

and although the role is reduced from what it once was, to be Club President is indeed 

something to be proud of.  

Jack Orders, October 2020 
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Other Matters 

Colin Bate after many years has decided to stand down from the Committee with immediate 

effect. His contribution towards the running of the Club cannot be overstated. The two other 

Committee Members who were due to be re-elected at this year’s AGM namely Derek Collins 

and Stuart Wills will continue in post to be confirmed when the 2020 AGM is held, hopefully 

in Spring 2021.  

Sean Pinhay will take up his appointment as President with immediate effect this can also be 

confirmed at the rescheduled AGM as will the appointment of a Vice President and nomination 

of ‘Clubman of the Year’. 

Paul & Maundrell will continue to act as our Independent Accountants. 

Jack Orders is to stand down as Honorary Secretary at the 2022 AGM so we will be looking to 

get someone prepared for the duties of the Secretary starting at the 2021 AGM or sooner if 

someone comes forward. 

Award Certificates have been presented as follows. 

Name 50 Years 40 Years 20 Years 

H C Jefferies    

R W M Tremayne    

M Pascoe    

M D Orders    

S C Middleton    

A Lobban    

R House    

M Bevans    

C J Bateman    

 

If there any matters you would like the Committee to consider, put your thoughts/suggestions 

in writing and pass them to Jack Orders or Andrew or Sarah or any of the Committee.  

  


